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ADOPTING A HORSE 

 
We are thrilled that you are considering adopting one of our wonderful horses. Below are some 

of the frequently asked questions and answers we hear about adopting. 

 

If you have further questions after reading through this FAQ, feel free to email us at 

inquiries@afterthehomestretchaz.org. 

 

How can I find out about the horses that are available for adoption? 

 

You can visit the Our Horses page on our website. Just click on their picture to learn more 

information about each horse. 

 

What qualifications do I need to be able to adopt a horse? 

 

• The ability to care for a horse in a humane manner, including adequate and proper 

quantities of wholesome feed and fresh water. 

 

• Safe and adequate shelter which will include at least a stall, run in shed and turn out area 

for regular exercise. 

 

• Provide appropriate hoof care, veterinary attention, including dental and yearly 

vaccinations and preventative care against parasites. 

 

• Agree to seek immediate veterinary care in the event the horse becomes sick or injured. 

 

• Confidence in your skills with riding and/or caring for horses or a plan to learn those 

skills. 

 

What is the adoption fee? 

 

The adoption fee will vary depending on each horse. The fee will be determined by several 

factors including the horse’s age, rehabilitation history, experience, and stage and degree of 

training. 

 

Why is there an adoption fee? 

 

Many of our horses stay with us for quite a while. We bring them back to robust health, polish 

their ground skills, and in some cases, their riding skills. This takes quite a bit of money and your 

adoption fee will allow us to assist more horses. 
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Where did you find your horses? 

 

Most of our horses have recently retired from the track but we have also received horses from 

the AZ Department of Agriculture.  

 

 

What are the first steps to getting the adoption started? 

 

The first step is to complete the Adoption Application. When the application is complete, please 

take a clear picture of it and email it to inquiries@afterthehomestretchaz.org. Or you can mail it 

to the address on the bottom of the application. 

 

After it has been reviewed by the board, a representative from After The Homestretch AZ may 

reach out to you to schedule a Meet & Greet. 

 

How much hay does the average Thoroughbred eat? 

 

On average, a horse requires 2% of their body weight in food. For an average size Thoroughbred 

weighing in at 1,200 pounds, that’s about 24 pounds of food per day. Three quarters of that 

amount should be forage, pasture or hay. Activity level, age, the health of the horse and even 

weather conditions, can have an impact on the amount of food needed to maintain your horse’s 

health and weight. 

 

How often do horses require farrier services? 

 

Most horses require regular trims every 7 weeks on average. The condition of your horse’s feet, 

the terrain you ride in and the type of riding you do are other variables to consider. 

 

How often are dental services required? 

 

It is important to have your horse’s teeth and mouths checked at least once a year. 
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